Situated on Wadawurrung land
ADDRESS:
18 Price Street Torquay

EMAIL:
tdhsociety@bigpond.com

FACEBOOK:
Torquay Historical Society

WEBSITE:
https://torquayhistoricalsoc

iety.com.au/

CONTACT:

President: Frank Vagg

0400 877 035

Secretary: Carollyn Williams
0400911 664

OPEN:

Wednesdays 1pm to 4pm
OR by appointment

MEETINGS:

e Committee:
First Wednesday of
month at 1pm

e Archive group:
Wednesdays at 1pm

e AGM is in August

TORQUAY & DISTRICT HISTORICAL

SOCIETY Inc
NEWSLETTER — MAY 2025

NEWS

History House will be a venue for the Surf Coast Arts Trail 2 -
3 August 2025.

Committee have prepared a document for the Surf Coast
Shire Council and Great Ocean Road Coast and Parks
Authority (GORCAPA) on the history and heritage of Taylor
Park that is being affected by the proposed expansion of the
bowls club (see pages 2-3).

TDHS will be participating in the IGA rewards program in
July/August and Sept/Oct 2025. Please when you shop at
IGA collect the tokens to put in our chute at the door. This is
a major fund-raising event for the Society.
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GILBERT STREET

Gilbert Street is named for Francis Edward (Frank) Gilbert, a
government surveyor (1820-1879) who drew the earliest
map of Torquay in 1857. Later Frank used that experience to
teach surveying at Geelong Grammar School. In 1866 when
allotments in the township and beyond were for sale, Frank
purchased an allotment on the corner of Bell Street and The
Esplanade, and two larger allotments north of Anderson
Street. Six months later Frank sold one of the large
allotments to the John Bracebridge the headmaster of
Geelong Grammar School. Bracebridge held the land for
many years and then subdivided the allotment into 22
allotments and created a central road called Gilbert Street.
Frank and his wife Mary Bruford (1822-1905) lived with their
five children in a house in Germantown named Bexley House.

Frank was an amateur artist and several of his pictures were
included in the first art exhibition held in Geelong (1857) at
the Mechanic’s Institute.
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Crossing Place, Bream Creek near
Geelong 1865 (attributed to
Frank Gilbert)

The crossing on Horseshoe
Bend Road
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TAYLOR PARK

By 1883 a coastal strip in Torquay had been gazetted and placed under a
committee of management. The Spring Creek/Torquay Improvement Association
(TIA) was formed in 1889 to look after the further development needs of the
township. They were conservationists and aware of the need to conserve the
natural bush and open spaces around the town. Their vision was to provide areas
for the use of all people and protection from close subdivision and to prevent areas
adjacent to the foreshore from being sold as residential lots. This included the land
where Taylor Park is now situated. Requests to purchase that land for
redevelopment were first stopped by the Lands Department and in 1917 it
eventually came under the management of the Torquay Reserves and Parks. John
Willliam Taylor was chairperson of the Torquay Reserves and Parks Trustees and
President (1909-1916) of the Torquay TIA at that crucial time when the Lands
Department had to be convinced to maintain the land as a public reserve and not
subdivide the land for sale.

It began as a place for fishermens’ huts and tents in the 1860s. Recreational
activities have included camping (in the 1880s), golf (a links was temporarily
established and used until 1924), and bowls and croquet (from 1924). In 1950
Taylor Park was proclaimed a sanctuary for native game under the Games Act. A
man-made lake was established in the southern portion of the park in 1975-76.

In the 2009 Surf Coast Shire Heritage Study, Taylor Park was considered on a local
level aesthetically, historically and socially significant. It demonstrates important
visual qualities that symbolise the initial aspirations of the TIA and the early
residents when the land was withheld from public sale for the purpose of public
recreation and is now recognised and valued by the Torquay community as an
historic place for public recreation and bird life.

Friends of Taylor Park, an environmental conservation organisation are volunteers
who help to maintain Taylor Park for native plants, birds and visitors.
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Taylor Park
1936

(Charles Pratt SLV)
Golf links are

gone, and the
bowls &

croquet green
is established
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Note: No pond, no defined bowls green carpark.

The gates came from the Model School in East Melbourne, the headquarters
of Victoria's National Board of Education (created 31 December 1851) and
which opened in 1854. The Royal Australasian College of Surgeons (RACS)
now sits on that site. In 1933 J. C. Taylor & Sons of Geelong obtained the
contract to build the College of Surgeons. Surplus material from the
demolition of the school belonged to the contractor and the gates were
dismantled and relocated on the two Esplanade entrances to Taylor Park in
1935.
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1. Charles Pratt

2. Pratt Bros

manufacturing
works 1922

3. Staff of the Pratt
Bros Geelong Air
Service

See more of Pratt’s
photography at this
SLV link
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CHARLES DANIEL PRATT (1892-1968)
Aerial photographer

Charles Pratt was a New Zealander who served in WW1 in Gallipoli and
then in Egypt and Palestine where he was a motorcycle dispatch rider
in the signals corps. When the Royal Flying Corps were looking for
potential flyers in 1917, Charles volunteered and proved he was of
above average ability. He became an instructor within a short time.

In the 1920s and 30s commercial companies across the world began
specialising in aerial photography. Charles combined his military pilot
experience with aerial photography and made flying his future. He
bought four planes in Egypt, placed them in crates and accompanied
them being shipped to NZ. However, enroute the ship became
stranded in Melbourne due to a ship engineers strike. Here Charles
realised the advantage of staying in Australia with its larger
population. On a visit to Geelong, he saw the possibility of setting up
on the Belmont Common to make de Haviliand aircraft. He suggested
his three brothers join him. Percy, an engineer looked after
maintenance; Len assisted with the flying school and Alf who opted
not to fly operated a courier business in Geelong.

From this business Charles produced a large collection of marvellous
aerial photographs of Victorian cities, towns and locations. This
included photographs of Torquay (see example page 2) that provide
striking views of the town between the wars. At the outbreak of WW2
he sought to join the RAAF but was not accepted due to his age. He

then worked as a pilot at ANA from 1942 to 1947, when he retired.
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