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At 11.07 am on the 10" December 1944 a Mitchell Bomber
crashed into the sea off Pt Addis with five airmen on board.
Two airmen were rescued. This year, the 80t anniversary of
the crash, will be commemorated in a collaborative program
involving the Torquay and Anglesea Historical Societies.
Family members of the airmen and the local search and
rescue people will participate in an invitation only
commemoration on Sunday 8™ December. An exhibition is
open to the public at Anglesea Historical Society from
Friday 6 December to December to Sunday 5th January
after which the full story will be available to access at both
Torquay and Anglesea Historical Societies.

SURF COAST ARTS TRAIL

In August the society participated in the Surf Coast Arts Trail
with an historic art exhibit. The exhibit raised awareness of
the contribution made by past artists to the cultural history
of Torquay. Over 140 people came through to view the
exhibit and took the opportunity to view our other static
exhibits. Some pieces were on loan from private collections.
Those that remain in the society’s collection have been
relocated to the Ros Lewis Library to form an historic cultural
area of paintings and books, that includes poetry by local
Torquay people.

The word 'poetry' is from the Greek term poiesis, which means 'making'.
The oldest written poem is the Epic of Gilgamesh originating from
Babylon.
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Puebla Post Office Number 313 opened at Mt Duneed for the
collection and depositing of mail.

Name changed to Mt Duneed Post Office.

James Follett was allocated the loose bag service for Spring Creek.
He collected mail from Mt Duneed and the mail bag was kept at
the Palace Hotel where residents collected and deposited mail.
The loose mail bag service stopped. A non-official post office was
established at the hotel. Mail from the Melbourne GPO came via
train to Geelong and by coach to Torquay.

Post Office was transferred to Arthur Payne’s general store in
Gilbert Street which was also the booking office for Cobb & Co,
official carriers of the mail since 1863.

Telephone service was extended to Torquay. Mr Hocking of the
TIA made the first phone call in 1902.

Cobb & Co carried mail from Geelong via Mt Duneed to and from
Torquay, and to Anglesea via Bellbrae. Horses were watered at a
waterhole near Paynes store and stabled at the Palace Hotel.
Mail to Torquay was now chiefly sent by train to Germantown
(now Grovedale) then by private conveyance to Torquay.

Arthur Payne retired and was replaced by Mrs. C Bray.

Mrs. C Bray resigned and was replaced by Mrs. E Vines whose
husband Arthur purchased Paynes store.

Mr. Vines sold to Basil Drayton with management of the post
office transferred to family members.

The waterhole was filled in, fenced and planted with trees. Itis
now the site of the current post office.

A former large garage was moved to a site in Pearl Street and
leased by the Postmaster General’s Department with Alma
McHenry as postmistress.

Keith Davidson was appointed postmaster a position he held for
34 years.

A postal delivery service was introduced, and an application was
made to the Council to allocate numbers to houses.

Public telephone boxes were requested and installed.

Mick Piggot delivered the mail in a jinker pulled by a horse called
Judy

The new automatic telephone exchange opened.

In that financial year the post office more than 700, 000 items.

A rain gauge was installed at the post office and Keith Davidson
took a reading every morning at 9.00am for the weather bureau.
The new official post office opened on the present site. George
Johnson was postmaster.

Australia Post (1980). Souvenir of the new Torquay Post Office opening. Public Relations Office: Vic
Bay, M., Van Romaey, M. & McQuin, L. (1989). Torquay Improvement Association. One hundred years a short
history. TIA: Torquay.
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FRONT BEACH FORESHORE
The archive group have been working on a foreshore exhibit that charts the
development of the Front Beach foreshore over time. Situated between Point
Danger and Yellow Bluff it has significance as the historic place for coastal
recreation in Torquay from the late 19th century. It has landscape and
commemorative values represented by the open grassed areas, the Norfolk
Island pine trees, the mature Cypress and other trees, the bluestone retaining
wall along the foreshore, and the memorials and memorabilia. From the 1880s it
was permanently reserved for public recreation and now reflects the historical
and social heart of Torquay as a seaside resort. It is recognised and valued by the
Torquay and the broader Victorian community for its seaside recreational value.
It has a heritage assessment of being historically, aesthetically and socially

significant and an overall heritage listing as being of LOCAL significance.

Reference
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Stage 2B

1. Front Beach c. 1903 _ 2. Iconic Norfolk Island pine trees and lawns

3. Bluestone wall revealed from 4. Scammell anchor and part o the wreck.
under sand after rough seas 2024 c. 1970s

Photos 1, 2 ,4. Source: National Archives Australia
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Thank you to all those who supported us in our fund-raising events this year!




