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TDHS will be participating in the IGA rewards program in
June, July and August. Please when you shop at IGA collect

the tokens to put in our chute at the door. This is a major
Situated on Wadawurrung land

fund raising event for the Society.
ADDRESS:

18 Price Street Torquay

EMAIL:
tdhsociety@bigpond.com

FACEBOOK:
Torquay Historical Society

WEBSITE:

https://torquavyhistoricalsoc
iety.com.au/

CONTACT:
President: Frank Vagg
0400 877 035

Secretary: Carollyn Williams
0400911 664

OPEN:

Last Sunday of month
(except Easter & December)
2pm to 4pm

OR by appointment

MEETINGS:

e Committee: last Sunday
of month at 1.30pm
(except Easter & Dec)
Archive group:
Wednesdays at 1pm
AGM is in August

NEW PT ADDIS SIGNAGE RECOGNISES LOCAL HEROES
(Collaborative initative with Parks Vic & Anglesea HS)

Welcome to Point Addis Marine Park and Great Otway National Park

Local heroes remembered

On the morning of 11 December 1944, a RAAF
Mitchell bomber with five crew on board crashed
into the sea off Point Addis. The plane was

executing low level practice runs when a fire on
board forced it down.

The crash was witnessed by Joyce Graham at
the Loveridge Lookout Volunteer Air Observer
Corp (VAOC) post at Anglesea. She alerted
authorities in Geelong and contacted fisherman
Syd Morrow and together they braved high seas
with a fishing boat in a long but unsuccessful
search for survivors. Marion Borrett held her post
at the VAOC observation point in Anglesea while Theraara
communicating with control.

Surf Life
At Torquay, a Mrs White of the VAOC observed the

crash and alerted fishermen Alan Smith and Will S
Thompson who immediately took to sea. In hostile

conditions about nine miles out and guided by a

RAAF search plane, they located two survivors

floating in a rubber dinghy. They were then taken

back to Torquay and onto hospital in Geelong.

An extensive but ultimately unsuccessful
search for the other three crew members was

undertaken during the afternoon and evening by
the RAAF and a fleet of local boats.

This story proudly recognises the largely
unheralded role played by local citizens in this
rescue. The names of Graham, Morrow, Borrett,
V\(hite, Smith and Thompson and many local
citizens are now acknowledged for their selfless
contribution to the search and rescue effort.
Read more of this story at
torquayhistoricalsociety.com.au



mailto:tdhsociety@bigpond.com
https://torquayhistoricalsociety.com.au/
https://torquayhistoricalsociety.com.au/

SNIPPETS

THE COWRIE POOL

A painting by James Whitely Sayer (1847-1914) titled The Cowrie Pool has been found in
the collection of the Geelong Art Gallery. It was painted in late 1890s when James’
children were seeking cowrie shells in the rock pools on the beach in the vicinity of the
mouth of Spring Creek. James was born in Cornwall and came to Port Phillip as a nine
year old in 1857. His father the Rev Sayer took up a position at Dunolly. James became a
bank manager, however his hobby was painting. He was manager of the Geelong branch
of the London Charted Bank of Australia and in 1895 when a member of Geelong
Progress League led the promotion to establish an art gallery. James was subsequently
Treasurer of the Geelong Art Gallery Association for the establishment of a gallery.

There are three other Torquay paintings by Sayer in private collections: Rocky Point Jan
Juc, Bird Rock Jan Juc and Spring Creek. The Society hopes get prints of these via the
Geelong Art Gallery who held a retrospective exhibition of Sayer’s works in 2012.
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The Cowrie Pool

OLD STREET SIGNS

The collection of old street signs was found in a shed in Torquay circa 2006. They had
been there since the 1950s. The signs were made pre 1942 by James Baines (1909-1979)
and his wife Ray Douglas (1917-2016). James was the primary school Head Teacher from
1937 to 1942. During that time there were no street signs and no postal deliveries.
James approached the Torquay Improvement Association (TIA) and Two Bays Guest
House about erecting street signs. Consequently the timber was donated by a local
builder, James helped make them, Ray painted them. Itis not known if the signs were
erected. The signs which have been stored in the TDHS archival collection are now on
display at History House.




Scammell
Acquisitions

Archive

Group

Two encrusted metal items that were washed up and found by the Convery

We have been offered by an Austin
family descendant a mahogany table
from the Scammell. It was in the
possession of the Austin family who
lived at 35 The Esplanade Torquay.

Square bottle still containing shoe

polish found in a rock pool at Point
Danger at low tide. Donated by Ric
Broderick.

The archive group are re-organising the pod which is a secure room where the
archival collection is stored. Large archive boxes were obtained using a Surf Coast
Shire grant specifically for community groups. One of our most valued archives is
that of James Baines (1909-1979) head teacher at Torquay PS from 1937 to 1942. He
produced a handwritten and typed history of Torquay and a number of scrapbooks




A mystery
solved

planned

Next newsletter
edition August
2024

Volunteer Aircraft Observer Corps (VAOC) Torquay site

The VAOC was an Australian air defence organisation of WW Il formed in 1941 to support
the RAAF by sighting and observing aircraft over Australia. They established observation
posts across Australia. The Anglesea VAOC site at Loveridge Lookout is well known and is
one of the last two known remaining VAOC posts in Victoria. The site of the Torquay
VAOC site was unknown. A Daniel Pratt 1937 State Library Vic photo gave a clue where a
rotunda is seen situated on the foreshore at the end of Gilbert Street. A chance
conversation with Alva Barrow (nee Smith) who was a girl during WW Il revealed she
remembered people sitting in that rotunda looking out to sea, and this was confirmed by
her childhood friend Judy Duffield (nee Payne). Again by chance Alva gave the Society a
set of newspaper clippings of the boyhood reflections of Bobby Molyneux (1932-2016)
written in the Surf Coast Times in 2004. Bobby was a police constable and served on the
South Barwon Council for the Torquay Riding from 1973 to 1976.

I was ... part of another special event — the sighting of a Japanese seaplane flying
over Torquay. | had just stopped off at the Air Spotters Station on Torquay front
beach. Mr Wettenhall was the observer on the day and he had picked up his
telephone and spoken to someone telling them he had spotted a Japanese
seaplane heading north over Torquay. “Now Bob you are not to tell anyone, do
you understand?” | promised and kept my word until one day | read this story
about the seaplane which had flown over Melbourne and down the east side of
Port Phillip Bay.

A search of the Austalian War Memorial site revealed three photographs that confirm
the site of the Torquay VAOC site. The only known names of observers are Mrs White
who was on duty when the Mitchell bomber crashed and Mr Wettenhall who saw the
Japanese seaplane. The names of other observers hope to be uncovered.

Daniel Pratt SVL c. 1937 T TTe——————

Torquay Air Observers c. 1943




