
  

           

 
Situated on Wadawurrung land 

ADDRESS: 

18 Price Street Torquay 
 

EMAIL: 

tdhsociety@bigpond.com 
 

FACEBOOK: 

Torquay Historical Society 
 

WEBSITE: 

https://torquayhistoricalsoc

iety.com.au/ 
 

CONTACT: 

President: Frank Vagg 

0400 877 035 

Secretary: Carollyn Williams 

0400 911 664 
 

OPEN: 
Wednesdays 1pm to 4pm 

OR by appointment 

 

MEETINGS: 
• Committee:  

First Wednesday of 

month at 1pm  

• Archive group: 

Wednesdays at 1pm 

• AGM is in August 

 

 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
Welcome to 2025 where the aims of the Society are to raise 

public awareness of both our organisation and the collection, 

to continue to redevelop the exhibition spaces and develop a 

registration system, a database and a location system. 
******************************************* 

The main research enquiries received are to locate where 

ancestors’ holidays homes were situated.  Two interesting 

enquiries have been Mockridge and Opperman, both names 

having a connection to track and road cycling and both 

families having houses in Torquay. 

Sir Hubert Opperman OBE (1904-1996) was an Australian 

cyclist and politician, whose endurance cycling feats in the 

1920s and 1930s earned him international acclaim.  Hubert 

rode a bicycle from the age of eight until his 90th birthday. 

His stamina and endurance in cycling earned him the status 

of one of the greatest Australian sportsmen. 

Russell Mockridge (1928-1958) was born in Geelong.  He 

represented Australia in both Olympic and British Empire 

Games winning 2 Olympic gold medals, 2 Empire gold medals 

and 1 Empire silver medal.  His nickname was The Geelong 

Flyer, and he became described as Australia's greatest all-

round cyclist for all time.  He tragically died aged 30 during a 

race, in collision with a bus. 

 
Source: Sydney Morning Herald, 13 June 1948.  Photographer unknown 

Hubert Opperman (R) and Russell Mockridge (L) arrive in 

Sydney from Melbourne on their Malvern Star bicycles 1948. 
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  80 years: RAAF CRASH COMMEMORATION 
On Sunday 8th December 2024 Torquay and Anglesea Historical Societies held an 

all-day event to commemorate the airmen involved in the crash and the local 

civilians who participated in the search and rescue effort.  
 

On 11th December 1944, a Mitchell bomber flew from the RAAF base at Laverton 

to the Torquay sea-range off Point Addis for operational testing; there were five 

crew members on board.  During the exercise, the plane caught fire, lost height 

and dropped into the sea at 11.07 hours.   
 

Eighty people representing the families of the airmen and the search and rescue 

civilians came together to commemorate the crash, and some had travelled from 

Queensland, NSW, Tasmania and South Australia to attend.  A service was 

conducted at Point Addis to remember the airmen and the Torquay search and 

rescue people followed by a service at the Volunteer Air Observer Corps (VAOC) 

Anglesea Observation Post at Loveridge Lookout to remember the Anglesea 

search and rescue people.  This was followed by lunch hosted by the Anglesea 

RSL and then at Anglesea Historical Society an exhibition was opened, and 

afternoon tea was served to the families and guests.  Invited guests included 

RAAF personal, Torquay and Anglesea RSL, Anglesea Lions, volunteers and 

historical society members.  
 

The Point Addis ceremony was supported by piper Callum Watson, of Geelong.  

Members of the RAAF Air cadets 328 Squadron, Geelong participated on the day.  

A CAC CA-25 Winjeel an Australian-designed and manufactured three-seat 

training aircraft did a fly past at Point Addis at 11.07 hours.   
 

We wish to thank the RAAF for their support and publicity.  A big thank you to the 

community groups who supported this day: Anglesea and Torquay RSL, Anglesea 

and Torquay Lions Clubs, and Seaside Seconds, Anglesea. Also, mighty work by 

the traffic managers, the bus drivers, the sandwich makers, the chair movers and 

the scone makers. 

 
Invited guests at Pt Addis 

 

 
Winjeel 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Families of the surviving airmen (Claire & Roberts) with families of the fishermen 

who rescued them (Smith & Thompson). 

 

 

Source photos: WOFF Don Kenny, RAAF; Dion Makowski, Aviation Report Down Under; Adrian Hunter; Frank Vagg 

Members of the 

family of Allan 

Smith, Torquay 

fisherman who 

together with Bill 

Thompson rescued 

the two surviving 

airmen FL Albert 

Claire and LAC 

Dennis Roberts  

Members of the 

family of FL Robert 

Wines from NSW 

who died in the 

crash 

Members of the 

family of LAC 

Ronald 

Cavanagh from 

Tasmania who 

died in the crash 

 
Sqdn Ldr 

Christopher Hayden 

giving the RAAF 

address at Pt Addis 

 
Piper Callum 

Watson 

At Pt Addis 



  

 

JACK O’MARA (1912-2002) 
Jack O’Mara together with his wife Alma were well known on the Surf Coast for 

rescuing injured birds and in particular penguins.  Jack came to Torquay in 1970, 

and his property overlooked Fisherman’s beach where a variety of birds would be 

in his care.  These could include hawks, kestrels, kites, kookaburras’, magpies and 

of course penguins.   
 

My interest is to get sick and injured birds fit to return to the wild.  If they 

can’t go back to their native habitat, caring for them is the part I’m playing 

in conservation.  And the birds are as happy as I can make them. 
 

Jack was born in Sandringham, Melbourne and was a carpenter by trade.  He was 

a lifelong member of the Building Workers Industrial Union, the Geelong 

Performing Arts Centre and the Henry Lawson Memorial and Literary Society.  

Jack joined the communist party at the end of WW2 and held strong views on 

communism, pacifism, compulsory unionism, the rights of the working class and 

equality for women.  He also had the ability to form notable friendships across 

political lines.  However, it is for his love of birds that ‘Birdman’ Jack O’Mara is 

best remembered.  His work was recognised by the local Animal House Vet Clinic 

who presented him with a painting of cockatoos and erected a plaque at the clinic 

acknowledging his significant contribution to the care of wildlife.  
Sources: Geelong Advertiser 15 July 1987; 20 Nov 2000; 22 Oct 2002 

 

 
Source: Geoff Spedding in GA 15 July 1987.p.1. 

Jack taking a recovering penguin for a swim on Fisherman’s Beach with a string 

lead, so the bird does not swim away until fully fit. 
 

Jack O’Mara’s long vacant bird care property is now to be redeveloped.   
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