
  

           
ADDRESS: 

18 Price Street Torquay 

 

EMAIL: 

tdhsociety@bigpond.com 

 

FACEBOOK: 

Torquay Historical Society 

 

WEBSITE: 

https://torquayhistoricalsoc

iety.com.au/ 

 

CONTACT: 

President: Frank Vagg 

0400 877 035 

Secretary: Carollyn Wiliams 

0400 911 664 
 

OPEN: 
Last Sunday on month 

(except Easter & December) 

2pm to 4pm 

OR by appointment 

 

MEETINGS: 
 Committee meets last 

Sunday month from 

1.30pm (except Easter & 

December) 

 Archive group meet 

Wednesdays at 1pm 

 AGM is in August 

 

 

 

NEWS 
Welcome to the new newsletter that will be published in 

February, May, August and November.  The newsletter aims 

to give members a quarterly snapshot of the activities of the 

Society. 
 

Committee meetings are held the last Sunday of the month 

at 1.30pm except Easter Sunday, and not in December.  

Members are welcome to attend committee meetings.  
 

The archive group meet Wednesday afternoons from 1pm 

and members are also welcome to join the activities.  Please 

text Carollyn to ensure the group will be there, as sometimes 

days are cancelled. 
 

Sausage sizzles at Bunnings are our main fund-raising events 

for the year.  Please indicate your willingness to participate 

on the day for 2 hours of selling sausages.  First date is 20/4.  

Second tentative date is 14/5.  Contact Frank or Carollyn. 
 

Taylor Park Centenary will be celebrated on Saturday 24 

February from 11.30 am with a picnic in the park (BYO picnic 

basket).  See Friends of Taylor Park Facebook for details.  

TDHS will be in attendance. 

ARCHIVE GROUP 
The archive group have been working on static exhibits that 

form a chronology of Torquay from its beginnings.  The wreck 

of the Scammell in 1891 has been highlighted as a major 

event in the history of the town, and the history of the 

Torquay Old Police Station (TOPS) is also included.  

See exhibits pages 2-3  

ACQUISITIONS 
A Mason Hamil organ belonging 
to the family of Dr Erina Batt of 
Iluka, 6 Cowrie Rd has been 
donated by J. R. Kennedy of 
Winchelsea.  Dr Batt ‘s father Dr 
James Lowson bought the house 
in 1951 and set up a medical 
practice. 

 
 

TORQUAY AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY Inc 

NEWSLETTER – FEBRUARY 2024 

mailto:tdhsociety@bigpond.com
https://torquayhistoricalsociety.com.au/
https://torquayhistoricalsociety.com.au/


  TORQUAY OLD POLICE 
STATION (TOPS) 

The TOPS building was opened in 1961 
and included a residence for the 
officer in charge.  Two policemen 
manned the premises, Senior 
Constable Poole and First Constable 
Spear.  In 2007 the new police station 
was opened and in 2011 TDHS moved 
into the old TOPS building. 
 

 

PRE SETTLEMENT 
HISTORY 

TDHS acknowledge the Wadawurrung 
people as the traditional owners of 
this land.  The pre-settlement history 
is also unique in that in 1803 convict 
William Buckley escaped from the 
temporary penal settlement at 
Sorrento to live among the 
Wadawurrung people for 32 years.  
 

 
 

WRECK of the SCAMMELL 
The Joseph H Scammell was wrecked off Point Danger in May 1891.  All 

passengers and crew were rescued, even the ship’s cat named Jimmy.  The wreck 

created a wave of unprecedented smuggling and pilfering of the cargo of 

£67,000.00 and generated many colourful stories. 

SQUATTERS 
From 1840 the first squatters in the area were Elias Harding, William Neale, John 

Stokes, Henry Tait, Joseph Gundry and Robert Zeally. 

 

 

STATIC 

DISPLAYS 



STATIC 

DISPLAYS 
SETTLERS 

The early settlers of the township and the founders of the Spring 

Creek/Torquay Improvement Association were those whose forethought and 

planning have left a lasting legacy on Torquay such as Taylor Park and the 

foreshore reserve. 

 

WAR IN TORQUAY 
During WW2 Torquay experienced much activity.  Units of the 2nd Cavalry 

Division were stationed between Blackgate Road and Point Impossible.  

Fortifications were erected on the beaches to protect the coastline against 

enemy landings.  A Mitchell bomber crashed on a training run off point Addis 

and both Torquay and Anglesea citizens were involved in the search and 

rescue.  See story page 4. 

FISHING 
From the early settlement, recreational fishermen to Torquay were prevalent 

as day visitors, weekenders, and campers.  The popularity of fishing ultimately 

lead to the establishment of the township, with the need to buy land and build 

holiday houses. 

 
 



  

 

Crash of a B-25D Mitchell bomber into the sea 

near Point Addis in 1944 
On the morning of 11th December 1944, a newly refurbished Mitchell bomber flew 

from the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) base at Laverton to the Torquay bombing 

range out at sea off Point Addis for operational testing; there were five crew members 

on board.  During the exercise the plane caught fire, lost height, and dropped into 

ocean.   
 

It was seen to crash by the Volunteer Aircraft Observer Corps (VAOC) observation 

posts at both Torquay and Anglesea.  Newspaper and RAAF reports also indicate a 

camper Mr Pearson at Torquay saw the crash and alerted the VAOC at Torquay.  
 

The observers, Joyce Graham at Anglesea and Mrs White at Torquay notified VAOC 

Control in Geelong from where a search was coordinated.  Joyce Graham immediately 

sought assistance from local fisherman Sid Morrow who promptly launched his boat 

and together with Joyce went out in rough seas to search for the crashed plane.  Their 

search was unsuccessful.  Marion Borrett continued to man the VAOC observation 

point at Anglesea and communicate with control.  
 

The VAOC Control in Geelong had notified the Queenscliff lighthouse that sent a 

lifeboat however the search was hampered by the rough seas, squally winds, and poor 

visibility.  The lifeboat crew saw no sign of the plane but did locate an oil slick.  RAAF 

planes were dispatched. 
 

Meanwhile in Torquay Mrs White sought assistance from local fishermen Allan Smith 

and Will Thompson who set out in the rough seas to try to locate the crash site.  A 

search plane had located the oil slick and crew members in a dinghy.  The plane circled 

the site that allowed Allan and Will to find two men in a dinghy some 9 miles out to 

sea.  They brought the men ashore at Torquay to a waiting ambulance where they 

were transferred to the Geelong Hospital suffering from shock, lacerations, and burns.  

The men were Flight Lieutenant Albert Claire from Queensland, wireless operator and 

air gunner, and Leading Aircraftman Dennis Roberts from South Australia, armourer.  

Roberts was badly burnt and spent some time in hospital receiving treatment.  Claire 

was not seriously injured.  
 

A further sea and air search was made during the afternoon for the missing men 

without success.  These men were Flight Lieutenant Robert Wines from New South 

Wales (NSW), captain of the aircraft; Flight Lieutenant Frederick McGrill also from 

NSW, 2nd pilot, and Leading Aircraftman Ronald Cavanagh from Tasmania, armourer.  

The men were listed missing and believed dead. 

 
See the full story at our website 

https://torquayhistoricalsociety.com.au/crash-of-a-b-25d-mitchell-bomber/ 

Snippetts 


