
  

           

 
Situated on Wadawurrung land 

ADDRESS: 

18 Price Street Torquay 
 

EMAIL: 

tdhsociety@bigpond.com 
 

FACEBOOK: 

Torquay Historical Society 
 

WEBSITE: 

https://torquayhistoricalsoc

iety.com.au/ 
 

CONTACT: 

President: Frank Vagg 

0400 877 035 

Secretary: Carollyn Williams 

0400 911 664 
 

OPEN: 
Last Sunday of month  

2pm to 4pm 

(except Easter & December) 

Wednesdays 1pm to 4pm 

OR by appointment 
 

MEETINGS: 
 Committee: last 

Wednesday of month at 

1.00pm  

 Archive group: 

Wednesdays at 1pm 

 AGM is in August 

 

 

 

 

NEWS 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The AGM will be held at 2pm on Tuesday 27th August at 

History House, 18 Price St Torquay. 

******************************** 

 
TDHS is participating in the IGA rewards program during 

August.  Please when you shop at IGA collect the tokens to 

put in our chute at the door.  This is a major fund raising 

event for the Society 
 

SCAMMELL MAHOGANY TABLE 
 

The Society has received a wonderful donation of a mahogany 

table that was retrieved from the beach after the wreck of the SS 

Joseph H. Scammell on the 17th May 1891 by James Austin early 

settler in Bellbrae.  It has remained in the Austin family for 4 

generations and is now donated by David Brown, great grandson 

of James.  It was for some years in the possession of Bill Austin, 

David’s uncle, who lived at 37 The Esplanade.  The Austin family 

have a long association with Torquay.  They were foundation 

members of the Torquay Life Saving Club 1922 to 1932 that was 

established on the front beach (prior to the current Surf Life Saving 

Club).  David's father Roy Brown was head teacher at the Torquay 

Primary School from 1928 to 1931 and his mother Mary's father 

Leslie Austin and uncle, David Austin were on the school 

committee.  
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  On the first weekend in August the Society participated in the Surf Coast Arts Trail and 

exhibited art of past artists who had lived and /or spent time in the area and captured 

scenes of Torquay and its surrounds.  Ceramics were also exhibited.  The exhibit raised 

awareness of the contribution made by past artists to the cultural history of Torquay.  It 

also provided the opportunity to promote the work of the Society.  The exhibit remains 

in place so take the time to view it during our opening times 1-4pm Wednesday 

afternoons or by appointment. 

  

 

 
Artists include 

 Jan Dick 

 Barbara Peake 

 Mary Elliot 

 Arnold Henry Jarvis 

 James Whitely Sayer 

 

ARNOLD HENRY JARVIS (1881–1960) 
Arnold, who was featured in the Historic Art exhibit, was born in South Australia, 

and ‘joined the circus’ in his teens.  He had balance & tightrope acts and a ‘speed 

painting’ show, where he would produce a painting from a blank canvas ready to 

hang on the wall in less than 3 minutes.  By 1901 he was a full-time artist.  Arnold 

specialised in classic Australian vistas with ancient river redgums, and was once 

described as ‘The other Hans Heysen’.  Most of his work was done in 

watercolours, where he achieved a technique of detailed foreground interest, 

inevitably massive ancient gums, framing distant hazy hills, with perhaps a farm 

in the middle distance.  The vast majority of his works are in Victoria; around the 

Grampians, through the Western District, and along the southern coastline.   
 

 

Alfred and his family lived in Walker 
Street, Torquay during the 1920s and 
1930s.  He painted scenes from Ocean 
Grove to Lorne.  His story is produced 
by Robert Molyneux, grandson of 
Edwin Molyneux, as Robert was 
related to Alfred via his wife.  Robert’s 
son Craig Molyneux has kindly 
donated the booklet to TDHS.  The 
cover has a wonderful painting of 
Bellbrae. 
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ARCHIVE 

GROUP 

ALONG THE DEEP CREEK TRAIL 
By Norma Kitchen 

What do you see you old gnarled tree 
As your branches reach up high? 

Do you see the sun, the wind and the rain 
And the birds as they pass you by? 

 

Do your thoughts go back to days long gone 
When animals roamed these woods, 

When echidnas, kangaroos, wallabies and snakes 
Searched among your roots for food? 

 

Can you recall when the workmen came 
And carved out this walking track, 

With axes and hoes, spades and saws 
And cut all your branches back? 

 

What do you hear you old gnarled tree 
As your roots cling firm to the ground? 

Do your hear the sound of laughter and shouts 
As the children and dogs play around? 

 

Do you hear the nearby ocean roar 
And the boys as they pedal past, 

The soughing of the gentle breeze 
And the far off cars go fast? 

 

My dog and I sit by you now 
And admire your twisted boughs, 

While around your roots the earth is firm 
But still there are grasses and flowers 

 
 
 

Norma Kitchen and her husband Max, 
former Ballarat residents retired to 
Torquay where they lived until their 

deaths in 2010 and 2016 respectively.  
They were active participants in many 

aspects of the Torquay community, 
including the Torquay Historical Society. 

 
This poem was in “The Turn of the 

Tide”, a book of life stories in Torquay 
published by the Spring Creek 

Community House in 1999 
 
 
 

 

Gnarled old moonah tree 
(Courtesy GORCAPA Committee blog) 

 
 

****************************** 

The archive group is gradually expanding the exhibits.  Two new display areas have 
been established under glass in the front room that includes old and contrasting 
recent aerial maps of Torquay, Jan Juc and Bellbrae, the Palace Hotel and Two Bays 
Guest House registers and samplers of needle work by primary school children in the 
1930s.  

 
(Current aerial maps by Surfcoastimages). 

 
Pic of displays 



  

 

The library has been relocated to the upstairs meeting room and named the Ros 

Lewis Library.  Ros was a foundation member of the Society, serving for 17 years 

and for 15 years as archivist.  She was dedicated to donating, collecting and 

cataloguing books in the library and active in pursuing the endeavour to achieve 

Society rooms at the Torquay Old Police Station (TOPS).  In 2017 Ros was 

awarded Life Membership of the Society.   
 

This is a valuable collection of more than 300 books covering diverse topics of 

historical interest, including a number of important texts on Australia original 

inhabitants and early European settlement of the area.  Some of the collection is 

not immediately available in public libraries, making it an important contribution 

to public education.  The collection is indexed and available on the Society 

website. 

  

*********************************** 
 

The Society is holding a Father’s Day 
raffle of a food hamper and tickets 

will be on sale on Saturday 24th & 31st 
August at Bunnings.  Come and visit 

and buy a ticket or two. 
 

Raffle sponsored by  

Surf Coast Quality Meats 
Peaches Torquay 
Saltair Spa 
Short & Sharp Men’s Cutting Room 
 

WINE DRIVE  
The Society is undertaking a new fund 
raising event in Spring and holding a wine 
drive in collaboration with Mt Duneed 
Estate.  The full range of Mt Duneed 
wines will be available to purchase in 
batches of 6, 12 or 24 bottles, at less than 
cellar door prices.  It is the perfect 
opportunity to purchase wine for your 
Christmas celebrations and gift giving.  
Order forms will be available from the 
Society rooms during opening hours, and 
by request on Facebook messenger and 
email.    

 
 

 
Watch Facebook for commencement 

date 
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Next newsletter 

edition 

November 2024 


